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An Emerging Global Issue
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UN agrees to create world's first-ever plastics pollution
treaty in a blow to big oil

Story by Reuters
(® Updated 1706 GMT (0106 HKT) March 2, 2022

A garbage collector gathering recyclable plastic at the Ban Tarn landfill site in the Thai province of Chiang
Mai.
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ABSTRACT

Disruptive events have historically been shown to upset business as wsual pr:
lasting changes. The emergence of a pandemic in 2020 tmriggered a rapid
platforms are able to support essential socio-economic activities through virtu
products remain a physical output of raw materdal consumption. Furthermor
provided consumers acoess to more products than they normally need, allowin
therapy™ and “revenge procurement”. As widespread digital consumption bec
cautions against unsustainable consumption practices in the digital world, o
systemic design-based poka-yoke strategy as a feasible pathway to sustainabl
sustainability transition that accounts for the consumption of both intermed
product) consumers, (i) a design philosophy in developing products and ser
tributes, and (iif) limiting consumer choices to sustainability-proofed produc
lock-in sustainable consumption.
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Drivers of Material Footprint (2010-2015)
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Six Takeaway Points

Plastic pollution is a serious global environmental concern
The pandemic has exacerbated plastic pollution

Both top-down (global treaty) and bottom-up (personal responsibility)
measures are needed to manage plastic pollution

Producer and consumer choices are intricately linked

Future solutions cover three dimensions: policy, technology, and
behavior

Circular Economy concepts provide a framework for possible
integrated solutions
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