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An Emerging Global Issue



Based on our 2020 CLRC Paper



Drivers of Material Footprint (2010–2015)



Six Takeaway Points

❑ Plastic pollution is a serious global environmental concern

❑ The pandemic has exacerbated plastic pollution

❑ Both top-down (global treaty) and bottom-up (personal responsibility) 

measures are needed to manage plastic pollution

❑ Producer and consumer choices are intricately linked

❑ Future solutions cover three dimensions: policy, technology, and 

behavior

❑ Circular Economy concepts provide a framework for possible 

integrated solutions 
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