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By shifting the conversation and context of design from products and communication to systems, services, and 

strategic solutions, designers are making their presence felt far beyond the borders of corporate design departments 

by tackling “wicked problems” that governments and traditional bureaucracies have been unable to resolve. 

Michael Westcott, former president of the Design Management Institute
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80%
of environmental pollution and 

90% of manufacturing costs are the 

result of decisions taken at the 

product design stage.

Ecodesign directive: from energy efficiency to recycling
European Parliament
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Pinyapel is a project under Design Center’s Materials Research and Development Program. 

The program explores the potential of agricultural waste and overlooked resources as raw 

materials for various product applications. 
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Project Partners

4 Material Suppliers

15 MSMEs

3 Government Agencies

7 Designers

Product Development IP Assets

4 Sectors

145 Design Concepts

49 Product Collections

136 Products Produced

24 Collections

76 Design Concepts





The Bakong Project not only provides a way-forward towards the achievement of sustainable 

economic growth, but also contributes to reducing negative environmental impact, rejuvenation 

of empowering livelihood, and the invigoration of the local design innovation ecosystem.
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16 Collaborators

(Fablabs, Government, 
Manufacturers, Foundation, NGO)

Project Partners Product Development IP Assets

11 Design Concepts

18 Concepts under 
development

Bakong Logo

Bakong Fabric
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The Compass is the backbone of all The Index Project’s

learning and business development initiatives. It's a

problem-solving tool that uses design is a driver for

solving real-world local and global needs with a strong

focus on economic, environmental and social

sustainability.

The Compass empowers purpose-driven visionaries

who are passionate about design, sustainability,

investing and education to lead and to invest in the

next generation of design leaders.



FORM | FUNCTION | INNOVATION | MALASAKIT













Thank you.


